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“Sermon Evaluation”      Text – Acts 2:14-36       OT Reading – Numbers 11:10-29; Jer. 31:27-34

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
There comes a time in every preacher’s life when he delivers his first sermon.  
For me, it was on the 29th of May, 2005, at the church we were attending while I studied in Chicago.  
· Now, because I had served as an elder back in NZ, I had already had the opportunity to do some reading services, which is where you read a sermon a minister has written.  
· In addition, I had spent many hours preparing the sermon.  I had looked up every Ephesians commentary in existence.  I had used all of the Greek language resources on my computer, and gone over it and gone over it until I though it was just right.  
· I can’t remember exactly, but I probably preached it first in a preaching class at seminary before doing so at the church.  But it was still very nerve-racking!
Well, that provides an interesting contrast to the preaching of Peter’s first sermon here in Acts 2.  
· Unbelievably, Peter has no computer!  In fact, Peter probably had few, if any, books.  By and large, all he had were memorized portions of the Bible.  
· And the opportunity to preach comes to him with no warning at all.  He has no time to consider outlines and illustrations and applications.  He simply hears a few people accuse him and his fellow believers of being drunk, gets up, and preaches. 

· And his audience is not a friendly congregation.  They are strangers, many of will have been present at and in agreement with Jesus’ crucifixion.  
· However, as we shall see, from this vast crowd, 3000 people respond in faith.
Well, today we are going to consider this extraordinary sermon, not word by word or line by line, but in terms of its overall content.  
· And we do so because this is the first sermon preached in this new age of grace.  
· In addition, before this sermon, there were around 120 believers.  After it, there are at least 3120!  
· And also, it serves as something of a template for preaching from this point on.  
It is the first of 15 sermons in the Book of Acts.  And there are many similarities among them, which means they speak also to preaching today.
So, we are going to consider vv14-20 as Peter’s Explanation, and vv21-36 as Peter’s Proclamation.

1. But before we look at each of these sections, let’s just make some summary observations about this sermon as a whole.  
a. And perhaps the first thing that we could mention is sermon length.  
i. All up, what Peter says here takes just 2:31 to say.  I timed it during the week.  And you might be thinking that more preachers need to note the length of this sermon!  After all, 3000 people were converted as a result of this 2:31 sermon!  
(1) However, v40 tells us that Peter spoke “many other words,” which Luke does not record.  
(A) Most likely, Luke has learned the content of the sermon from interviews with Peter or others there present.  
(i) And it could be that Peter spoke exactly the words of vv14-36, and then many more words after the people’s initial response, or that Luke has summarized the content of Peter’s sermon.  
b. Whatever the case, what is true of this sermon is that it is simple and clear.  
i. It’s not overly complicated and has just three main parts – He explains the miraculous signs they have seen, he preaches Christ, and he calls for a response.  

(1) So if you’ve ever wondered why so many sermons have three points, here is the answer.  Peter used three points and 3000 people were converted.  So all preachers live in this hope!
c. And Peter’s sermon was also relevant to the needs of the day.  
i. It answered a question that people were asking.  
ii. But it also took into account the audience of Jews that he addressed.
(1) Peter speaks to Jews and so he mentions Jewish patriarchs and Jewish beliefs and Jewish hopes using the OT – the Jewish Scriptures.  
(2) Later, Paul will preach to unbelieving Gentiles in Athens, and you will see similarities, but also noticeable differences in the content of his sermon.  
d. And thirdly, Peter’s sermon is practical.  
i. It arose because people wanted to know what was going on and it ended by answering the question “What shall we do?”  
(1) It demanded a practical and spiritual response.  
e. Now, a reasonable number of you have helped me and the elders by filling in one of these sermon evaluation forms.  And evaluation simply means to consider the value of – good/bad. 
i. And I use this one for three reasons:

(1) It is not too complex, it is interested not just in the sermon but in the service also, and it helpfully forces us to consider the types of things I have mentioned about Peter’s sermon.  
(A) It asks about simplicity and clarity.

(i) Just by listening to a sermon, you should be able to discern its main theme and its main points.  
1. It should flow from beginning to end and connect in between.  
(B) But it should also be relevant and useful today.  
(i) You should be able to write down how the sermon has addressed you today and how you should respond to the sermon.

(C) But there are two other critical questions the form asks: Did the sermon explain the text clearly and was the sermon Christ-centred?  
(i) And note that Peter’s sermon is scriptural with a capital S, and Christ-centred with a capital C!  
1. He answers his audience and proclaims Christ by quoting Scripture and explaining Scripture.  
a. He didn’t give them Peter’s opinion or Peter’s life story or a demonstration of Peter’s cleverness when it comes to theology or a few ‘faith lessons’ combined with a few funny jokes or illustrations.  
i. He gave them the Bible and He revealed Jesus Christ.  
b. My family and I once visited a church during our holidays.  And as we were walking out, one of my children said, “Well, we didn’t learn much about the Bible, but we learned a lot about the preacher!”  
i. And it was true.  
ii. The memorable things in that sermon were not the Bible and Jesus Christ but some of the things that happened to that preacher. 

ii. So, in the light of this Pentecost sermon, perhaps the simplest sermon evaluation boils down to these four questions: What is the sermon about?  Is the text explained clearly?  Is it Christ-centred?  And what must I do?  
(1) And if you can answer these four questions, and answer them positively, then what you have heard is Jesus Christ speaking to you by the power of His Holy Spirit.  
(A) For this is what happened when Peter preached, and this is what ought to happen whenever Christ’s ministers speak.
Let’s see this, then, as we look, firstly, at Peter’s explanation in vv14-20.
1. The statement that has been made is that the disciples are drunk.  But it is one who is not filled with wine but with the Holy Spirit who then responds to this accusation as Peter begins to preach.  
a. And before we go any further, notice the lesson in grace here congregation.  
i. Fifty days ago, Peter was denying any association with Jesus, with curses!  
(1) And we must not underestimate the significance of his sin.  It would have caused Peter great grief. 
(A) Jesus had warned him that it would happen and still he had sworn that even if everyone else would do such a thing, he, Peter, never would.  
(i) And we can be sure that Peter replayed his terrible words over and over again.  
(2) However, from 1 Corinthians 15:5 and John 21, we know that Peter has met with the risen Jesus and has been restored.  
(3) And since then he has been immersed in the Bible and in prayer.  
(4) And here he now stands in the strength of Christ’s Spirit to deliver the Pentecost sermon.  
ii. So Brothers and sisters, we see here that recovery from backsliding and terrible sin is possible because of the power of Jesus’ work on the cross.  
(1) And in Jesus, recovery means recovery unto work and service in Jesus’ name, perhaps beyond anything we have previously imagined ourselves capable of.  Why?  Because serving Jesus means serving in the power of the Holy Spirit!  
(A) 1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins.”  
(i) So don’t hold on to your sin burden, whatever it is.  
(ii) Take it to Jesus and experience this forgiving power in your life!
b. Well, Peter quickly responds to indicate that these men are not drunk.  And his first evidence of this is a kind of logical proof.  
i. It is just nine in the morning.  During the Jewish feasts, people did not eat a main meal until lunchtime.  So it is unlikely and virtually impossible that these 120 believers are all drunk and disorderly.  
c. But Peter knows that logic alone will not suffice, and so he immediately quotes from the Bible.  
i. The Jews lived, you see, in the expectation of Messiah’s coming.  And so, those passages of the Bible that spoke about what was to happen in the last days and those that were clearly Messianic prophecies were favourite and memorized parts of Scripture.  And it is one of these that Peter speaks to the crowd as he quotes from Joel 2.  
ii. Note, then, the following points that arise out of this quote.  
(1) Firstly, from v17, what happened on the Day of Pentecost happened in the Last Days.  
(A) This past week, for the second time this year, Harold Camping’s Last Days’ prophecy that the world would end came and went.  
(i) And he is just one of many who, since Jesus’ first coming, have devoted themselves to trying to work out if we are living in the last days.  
(ii) And we too can get caught up in all this wondering if things are worse now than they have ever been.  
(B) Well, it’s not really that difficult!  
(i) All of the days between Jesus’ first coming and His Second Coming are the Last Days!  This is very clear from Peter’s words here.
1. And in 1 Timothy 3:1, Paul says, “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.  People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-- having a form of godliness but denying its power.”  
a. And that describes AD 100 and 500 and 1500 and 2011 and every day until Christ comes again.  
2. As I said a couple of weeks ago in connection with a Revelation sermon, the Christian’s job is not to watch the calendar but to preach Christ.  
3. We live in the Last Days.
(2) Secondly though, what did God promise in Joel 2 in relation to the Last Days?  Two things – the outpouring of His Spirit on all believers and miraculous signs.  
(A) You see, in OT times, while the Holy Spirit was the one who brought every believer to faith, it was to people like the King, or the High Priest, or a prophet here or there, or very occasionally a ‘regular’ citizen that the Holy Spirit would come to do a special work before leaving again.  
(i) That’s why David prayed in Psalm 51, “Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.”  
1. David had seen this happen to Saul and he did not want it to happen to himself.  
(ii) Recall also what we read earlier from Numbers 11.  
1. There, after hearing that two ‘unauthorized’ men were prophesying and being asked to stop them, Moses said he would not and that he wished “that all the Lord’s people were prophets and that the Lord would put His spirit upon them.”  
2. Well Joel spoke about the day Moses longed for.  
3. Jeremiah spoke of that day, also, as we read, when he said that growing in the Lord would no longer depend on a priest’s instruction, for God would write His law in the hearts and minds of His people.  How?  By filling every one of them with His Spirit.  
4. And this time of the Spirit would be announced by signs and wonders.  
a. So, a star appeared in the sky to announce Jesus’ birth.  
b. Darkness came in the middle of the day to announce Jesus’ death.  
c. The veil of the temple was torn from top to bottom.  
d. A noise like a violent wind has come from heaven.  
e. What seemed like tongues of fire have divided to each of these believers.  
f. And they have spoken in languages that they have never learned.  
(B) So Peter’s message to these Jews is that these signs testify that the promised Day of the Holy Spirit has come!  
Well, as we noted earlier, Peter isn’t preaching from notes that he has had a week to get ready.  He is preaching out of what lives in his heart in terms of the Spirit and the Word.  It’s very likely though that in the days since Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, in anticipation of opportunities to preach, key texts have been identified and committed to memory as launching points to explain Christ and to proclaim Christ.  And this is what Peter continues to do now in vv21-36.

Now, just briefly, before we start working through the words of the text, many of us are working through the Six-steps to talking about Jesus studies at the district meetings.

And I should probably ask for these, but to avoid a potentially embarrassing silence, the gospel outline put forward in lesson two was?  Rebellion, Rescue, Resurrection, and Response.

And this is pretty much exactly what we see here in Peter’s sermon, although he swaps rescue and resurrection around:


You have sinned by crucifying Jesus, He has risen, you must repent and be baptized – Will 

you?  Rebellion, rescue, resurrection, and response.  A very biblical and helpful outline.

1. But let’s see this in more detail.  Peter finishes quoting from Joel with the words, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  Even though it is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit that has brought about the events of this day, Peter, because he knows that the Spirit’s task is to reveal Jesus Christ, points the attention of His audience to Jesus.  
a. In short, he is saying that because the events of this day are the fulfilment of prophecy, they must be connected with the coming of Messiah.  So it is Messiah whom we must talk about together.  
i. Now, in Joel’s prophecy, the word translated as ‘Lord’ in v21, in Hebrew, is Yahweh – God’s covenant name.  That’s why it is written in those little capital letters.  
(1) And Peter very deliberately connects it with Jesus.  
(A) He is saying that the Yahweh of the OT is Jesus.  
(B) And He who will be saved must call on Jesus.  
ii. Now, this is precisely what Jesus continually set before His listeners while He ministered on earth.  This is the thing that they hated Him for most.  In fact, this is exactly why they crucified Him.  
(1) But Peter is showing that what has happened on Pentecost can only be so if what Jesus said about Himself is true.  It is Jesus that brings the Last Days.  
iii. But, the last thing his listeners knew of Jesus was that He was dead.  And His death came about on a cross which was a way of dying associated with covenant curse, as every half-decent Jew knew.  So, it is this that Peter must explain to these Jews.  
b. And this is what he does, firstly, in vv22-23.  
i. He begins by calling on them to remember what Jesus did.  
(1) For example, there was a time when some friends let their crippled friend down through a hole in the roof.  Do you remember that boys and girls?  And Jesus told the man that his sins were forgiven.  Well, the Pharisees that were there were horrified.  Only God can forgive sins.  So Jesus asked them, “Is it easier to forgive sins or heal a cripple?”, and he healed the man.  
(A) Well, signs and wonders like that should have been enough for these Jews.  
(B) But they had been blinded by their unbelief and the unbelief of their leaders.  
ii. And so, next, of His death on the cross, Peter explains that this occurred according to God’s plan.  
(1) But in a verse worthy of a sermon in itself, he hints at the wonderfully, mysterious doctrine of God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility by stating that the guilt for doing this still rested with the Jews present that day; 
(A) God planned the death of Jesus on the cross eternity.  It had to happen.  
(B) But you are responsible for it.  
(i) And that is as far as we can go also with this magnificent doctrine.  
1. God has sovereignly ordained all things.  
2. But we bear the responsibility for our sins.  Thus sayeth the Lord!  
(2) And note that Peter also doesn’t go into all of the theology of the cross in terms of atonement and sacrifice.  No, it is the resurrection and ascension of Jesus that is more vital in terms of His message to these Jews that day.  
iii. So this is what he speaks of next.  His key claim is that while Jesus had to die, “it was impossible for death to keep its hold on Him.”  Why?  Because Jesus was not a sinner.  Death is a curse of the Fall that belongs to sinners.  And Jesus was guiltless.  
(1) And to demonstrate that this is in keeping with the Scriptures, Peter quotes from Psalm 16.  
(A) And very simply, Peter’s message is that David can not be the one spoken of in these words because David’s body lies still in his tomb in Jerusalem as everyone knows.  
(B) Jesus’ body, on the other hand, is not in His tomb, again, as everyone knows.  
(i) Now, the Pharisees had invented a story about the disciples having stolen Jesus’ body.  But the absence of His body from the tomb, together with all of the other things Peter has spoken of all add up to one thing – Jesus is the risen Messiah. 

iv. And that adds up to what Peter goes on to say to these Jews in vv33-36, in connection with Psalm 110, about the response this sermon demands – You have seen the Holy Spirit poured out, you have seen all that Jesus said and did. You know He died, and you know now that He has risen from the dead.  We are witnesses of all this.  It is He who has ascended to heaven, and He who has poured out His Spirit upon us today.  
(1) And this means Jesus is Lord and Christ.  And you crucified Him!  
2. Now, from those listening that day, these words drew from them the response, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  They were convicted of the guilt of their sin and sought forgiveness.
a. And it is this same resurrected, ascended Lord and Christ who speaks to us today.  
i. He says in Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  
(1) It was your sins, also, that nailed Him to the cross.  
ii. Do you know yourself to be a guilty sinner?  
iii. Have you responded to this knowledge by confessing your sins, putting your faith in Jesus, and committing yourself to a godly life from this point on?  
(1) If not, don’t delay.  Seek Him today before it is too late and the judgment of an eternity in hell comes to you.
(2) But if you have responded in faith, learn from Peter’s sermon.  
(A) Remember it tomorrow when an opportunity to speak about Christ presents itself.  
(i) Don’t think about how you are unprepared.  
(ii) Don’t think about whether the person you are speaking to is likely to be sympathetic to the message.  
(iii) Don’t be ashamed of the gospel.  
(iv) Instead, recognize that the gospel is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.  
(v) Ask the Holy Spirit to give you the words and to help the person you speak to to hear them.  
1. Keep it simple and clear.  
2. Speak the Bible.  
3. Be Christ-centred.  
4. And seek a response.  
a. And do all this trusting in the Spirit of Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

